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Make Your Own Page 5 of Thomas Jefferson’s Manuscript of
Notes on the State of Virginia

Summary statement about the manuscript

The Massachusetts Historical Society owns a remarkable manuscript copy of Thomas Jefferson's only full-length book,
Notes on the State of Virginia. Jefferson reworked an earlier version of this text by attaching additional smaller pieces
of paper to some of the full pages, using sealing wax, and he also inserted additional full pages. Jefferson seems to
have written this manuscript mainly in 1783 and 1784 by incorporating, correcting and expanding on what he had
written in 1781 and 1782. This handwritten document illuminates the evolution of Jefferson's thinking and was the copy
used by the printer who typeset the first privately printed edition in Paris in 1785.

We selected page 5, which has two attachments, as a good example of how Jefferson expanded on a full page of text.
Assembling these components to recreate Jefferson’s page will illustrate how the tabs function throughout the
manuscript. A tab was a hinged (or folded) attachment with handwriting on both sides, which Jefferson affixed to the
full page as an insertion in the running text. The hinge allowed the reader to flip the tab up, and easily follow the text
from the recto (front side of tab) to the verso (back side).

Components relating to page 5 Image of page 5 with the two attachments in place

Full page 5

Attachment 5.1 recto (front)
Attachment 5.1 verso (back)
Attachment 5.2 recto (front)
Attachment 5.2 verso (back)

Instructions
After printing out this PDF;

1. Cut out the 4 images of the attachments (5.1 recto, 5.1 verso, 5.2 recto, 5.2 verso).

2. Glue together the blank sides of 5.1 recto and 5.1 verso, matching up the dotted lines. This creates the

completed attachment 5.1. It is double-sided and one side reads upside down from the other.

3. Glue together the blank sides of 5.2 recto and 5.2 verso, matching up the dotted lines. This creates the
completed attachment 5.2. It is double-sided and one side reads upside down from the other.
With the recto side facing up, fold the completed 5.1 attachment up towards you, along the dotted line.
Glue attachment 5.1 to full page 5 using the red outlines as guides.
With the recto side facing up, fold the completed 5.2 attachment up towards you, along the dotted line.
Glue attachment 5.2 to full page 5 using the black outlines as guides.
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This PDF is provided for educational and research use only. Permission to reproduce images of the manuscript
featured on this PDF for reasons other than private educational and research use must be obtained in writing from the
Massachusetts Historical Society; please send requests to: library@masshist.org.

http://www.masshist.org/thomasjeffersonpapers/notes/index.php
© 2010 « Massachusetts Historical Society



Red outline
shows where to
affix attachment
5zl

Black outline
shows where to
affix attachment
5:2.




INSTRUCTIONS TO - i
CREATE B - g ,
ATTACHMENT 5.1 fra;rnﬂ( - u'f =S Uy f&!u.ru;u}./cint convedera . /’hﬂvz/ /Lb‘tf»/leoL o[u_-ruu 1’?]\ é 6,“:1

(’mu‘l -Jrcdj-:/f. //\./(’(.:r‘ CTPINEINLRE e ot ’/Ff’/."!y fo /hu.c.c/}l &4,{;; ,;I-;:L;l. //zr-.;c_

A4

_ ) i(_chJ/( S
1. Print out this page and cut s e ; e y e : :
out 5.1 recto and 5.1 verso. feoeclel eridlicce a ‘}C.f{.;-l-(i‘.:/{ Hiat Ha Soterced 4/ B Wi e Rl Hheoiiiaidls (/ ,"/w,z-z, ;ye P L .

2. Place 5.1 recto text-side up. A Rl 5 - o Z : : - U= /

3. Place 5.1 verso text-side up, /ﬂ‘/ﬂ"‘“‘/"«; condeds toes Hicq jrise. thal fle cold tricreatded apaer widh Ha a scomt a&g
but with text upside down,
so that the dotted lines on
each printout line up with
each other.

(see diagram below).

P 5 i L : 4 e : - ; )
il T el Frorm //\_g_, ﬂ?l{._azqu é/’e.‘; C{amdﬁ, , /f.;uf Phes adeesitoos 7/)‘:41-{ o fraoes
4 7 /
; 7 T B 1 7 . % Ny Vi : ‘ - 4 ; X :
['7 /ILE-' 41{()-1,::4116] / /;'mf, Pyl e, S -‘}n...K’,a MCM 2 f/'u:"}naz.{//%{ { [ 1’/){(143 f:{ bu}f{e‘«h ll/’(f{

7 g i/ 7
L_czmxm o af a du.u,r»e: o/L,L e b LAU/:L 1f€/f f/xu D/Ja,nuf/l drevchants aft{omgtns

5.1 recto
.......... ® o ] s, & o e
- 9 or S o Loveca ./ax/ :?\,g &zuv /ﬁcru m.n) fhu_fzﬂd /J c,z 4’ Ac. :)4-(4 Q-/d/r ,(/cguu‘t% e 7/ 1

M&a@y B 7 i 4 /fa /fu/u, w e /[u_ i Mu .//j’-acwléa.d/éta_
4. Affix the back of 5.1 recto

to the back of 5.1 verso so Lrﬂ"hd.hé.cf a/r\_.(/ ébn.c_.ezmh.e.‘; e MLCJ’WM&L/W - ‘17’ ,,j’ ,)C,«,CQJ ..’a?.w(:, s S M

that the large dots on either 2 -
end of the fold line come frleenolerea ‘“‘/”"“"' e ladt war b‘f & it %{rﬂr"t e cherchiea Hpprunale

together. These two pieces,
= ; ; /{mod_eJ ., ‘)&/f’l/{;oL /’e, an.- ﬁlﬁx 720}’%’1&1.« f)—pue/r U%’rguﬁzﬁ/é tg /ﬁg,a_,.‘, yuf,éa%g/(} L’};y-./a_éiib,

once affixed to each other,
o et 1000 711,«.(24

Wakeup:atiachment: . . "hs"h'\_ /"iu_ wafl ?_’/l)/Lw 7] T‘Mvéﬂ—f’z"— Qg-bfrﬁz} aémc/ f/'a'wrhﬁl-/. et f,d oo ot le s

It is double-sided and one

;ig;rfgjiglpe?de down ,,Mf‘x P An_,?xfae.,/n_ /n@ mwﬁ.&a(t r.wxz//«" Vg /’h’_,._ }/LJJJLoV-’.; ﬂ‘}‘/fu, o5 //w‘é‘lps/ f:_ )'L,(,"f./}’
5. With the recto side facing pes 1.03,4_)“ an {.f:,(,_r Lo silgis o i ile, wé‘dLLg_,l 5y i ,r e bl ok K e A
up, fold attachment 5.1 up }// o " ;e, - S aas ‘0"’”‘:\
towards you along the Sesla )’;e A SR RN T %cﬁfn\ 4 Pemico i alboil 1200 moles. b0 fHe
do_tted line. _ ) Orlglnal manus pt from the Co hdge Collection of Thomas Jefferson Manuscrlp}m
6. With the recto side facing ﬁﬁéhéi%ﬂs Histor cal‘S c%‘ét’if‘c" cxm,,{e_.tf Fhca aovenr ot Fhe /9&1«6' e /”w«ZL &oa

up, glue attachment 5.1 to
full page 5 using red
outlines as guides. - I . B
tiley beloo Sanda fo : Frel ("ch\ Hea twﬂﬁ & ows Brleoms o aboicl-iss prades Py |

—x/n,q S TR PR Y AP e 10 A Fe R ./fw [)»r{u.uw //}a/m,rw, ﬁb

-2, /{Ld uwr : f?&a.qun, :.-AOW ut‘ex: 2030 ;W! S //" d'um\’??’wmuyu

rfoﬂ'm;’;‘”ﬁ.e. Sa rr-.ﬂ,j’)-avf // /‘2 ';/'WV_G, MJ‘UJIA? e r }ne_,/)rmw j/ ~¢2/ gr.-/r-rzz v‘ét,(auﬁﬂm 4‘/7{:4,4
e (MMZ‘L ; FAse

e 641&/«:@1'1 f’f;z. mzm-fn_ rver fhfuz/ n.uefr Sa.&/ha e 37.5‘ f)wrwﬂ?.zj a/n.&‘ p—r/rn /?'x.;eoma; {}ﬂﬁ{r/nf //

Promeq a [ Choseas Zacealicas ¥4 2 lln a,@ 4 Merxceo o 975 ercrleiino afl 1550
mihay "‘Hrrr\ .S’aml‘aj.b Gt eJ"_, Ll emecia )ﬂ,ajm " 5 S . G Hie o&&, aﬂ/7lm'
Ghaita 1959 omdles:, Ha oada, a{fm velling el from. tHas Reo viver il
,mmmj anm-ﬂd( pravalld cath, l’ffL coadl MLQ alrer it leve Kundred. anidea from uf Lbe

=

.rﬁ‘ﬂfﬁ_uﬁ‘/”%w .

Red outline shows
where attachment

5.1 attaches to page 5.
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INSTRUCTIONS TO
CREATE
ATTACHMENT 5.2

1. Print out this page and cut out
5.2 recto and 5.2 verso.

2. Place 5.2 recto text-side up.

3. Place 5.2 verso text-side up, but |
with text upside down, so that the
dotted lines on each printout
line up (see diagram below).
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4. Affix the back of 5.2 recto
to the back of 5.2 verso so
that the large dots on either
end of the fold line come
together. These two pieces,
once affixed to each other,
make up attachment 5.2.

It is double-sided and one
side reads upside down
from the other.

. With the recto side facing
up, fold attachment 5.2 up
towards you along the
dotted line.

. With the recto side facing
up, glue attachment 5.2 to
full page 5 using black
outlines as guides.
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Black outline shows
where attachment
5.2 attaches to page 5.
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