
 
 

Make Your Own Page 5 of Thomas Jefferson’s Manuscript of 
Notes on the State of Virginia   

 
Summary statement about the manuscript 
 
The Massachusetts Historical Society owns a remarkable manuscript copy of Thomas Jefferson's only full-length book, 
Notes on the State of Virginia. Jefferson reworked an earlier version of this text by attaching additional smaller pieces 
of paper to some of the full pages, using sealing wax, and he also inserted additional full pages. Jefferson seems to 
have written this manuscript mainly in 1783 and 1784 by incorporating, correcting and expanding on what he had 
written in 1781 and 1782. This handwritten document illuminates the evolution of Jefferson's thinking and was the copy 
used by the printer who typeset the first privately printed edition in Paris in 1785.  
 
We selected page 5, which has two attachments, as a good example of how Jefferson expanded on a full page of text.  
Assembling these components to recreate Jefferson’s page will illustrate how the tabs function throughout the 
manuscript. A tab was a hinged (or folded) attachment with handwriting on both sides, which Jefferson affixed to the 
full page as an insertion in the running text. The hinge allowed the reader to flip the tab up, and easily follow the text 
from the recto (front side of tab) to the verso (back side).  

Instructions 

Components relating to page 5 
 

• Full page 5 
• Attachment 5.1 recto (front) 
• Attachment 5.1 verso (back) 
• Attachment 5.2 recto (front) 
• Attachment 5.2 verso (back) 

 
 
 
 

Image of page 5 with the two attachments in place  
 

 
 

After printing out this PDF: 
1. Cut out the 4 images of the attachments (5.1 recto, 5.1 verso, 5.2 recto, 5.2 verso). 
2. Glue together the blank sides of 5.1 recto and 5.1 verso, matching up the dotted lines. This creates the 

completed attachment 5.1. It is double-sided and one side reads upside down from the other. 
3. Glue together the blank sides of 5.2 recto and 5.2 verso, matching up the dotted lines. This creates the 

completed attachment 5.2. It is double-sided and one side reads upside down from the other. 
4. With the recto side facing up, fold the completed 5.1 attachment up towards you, along the dotted line. 
5. Glue attachment 5.1 to full page 5 using the red outlines as guides. 
6. With the recto side facing up, fold the completed 5.2 attachment up towards you, along the dotted line.  
7. Glue attachment 5.2 to full page 5 using the black outlines as guides. 

 
This PDF is provided for educational and research use only.  Permission to reproduce images of the manuscript 
featured on this PDF for reasons other than private educational and research use must be obtained in writing from the 
Massachusetts Historical Society; please send requests to: library@masshist.org. 
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